
"MEDICAL DEFENSE."
It seems that of thirty-eight local branches of the Bri-

tish Medical Association, twenty-seven have written in
favor of such alterations in law and practice as shall
make the Association capable of acting in its corporate
capacity for the defense of its members in case of law-
suits, etc. The meeting at Birmingham has adopted a

resolution that may be considered as the preliminary
step of the plan. This naturally brings into view certain
criticisms\p=m-\especially of those not unduly loving the
Association or its managers\p=m-\that the Association
will find itself incapable of acting in this capacity,
that it will prove expensive, that it is too huge and
unweildy a body to act promptly and justly, etc., and
lastly that it will lessen the respect of the general lay\x=req-\
world for the profession, and lead to a reversal of the
esteem in which it has heretofore been held as a body
of men not bent on self-aggrandizement or defense,
but solely determined to alleviate the sufferings of
humanity without thought of self.

To all of which criticism we would humbly answer,
bosh ! The esteem of the public for the profession
may be most aptly synonymized by the word disesteem.
And this disesteem is very largely due to the fact that
the profession has heretofore shown little or no esprit
de corps, and has been inexcusably weak in permitting
the contempt of the world to stand as a confession of
just judgment. By no means would we adopt the
creed of ethics of the world, an eye for an eye, etc.,

but just as little should we longer hold our cheeks out
for unjust and indiscriminate smiting. Self-defense
is the first law of nature and when consciousness
reaches anything like adult development it instinc¬
tively guards itself against injustice and unauthorized
dictation. More than this the cause of the medical
profession taken in its best sense is the cause of
society and humanity. If they but knew it no one is
more interested in encouraging the feeling of self-
respect and honor among medical men than non-
medical men. The evils of quackery exist because
we are not united in crushing them out of existence,
and in the estimation of the public our failure to do
this is due to the fact that we are half-quacks our¬

selves, with but a faint-hearted belief in the thera¬
peutic value or scientific quality of our own " science."
It is one of the strangest facts of modern sociology
that so large a body of men as we have no professional
unity, that we present no united front to the enemies
of our guild or to the public influences prejudicial to
public health. Every other calling or occupation
bands itself together and seeks to influence legislation
or popular feeling by a hundred instrumentalities
while we are content not only to do little or nothing and
what little we do sporadically and by individual imita¬
tion and energy, but we allow our thousand enemies to
deride us and " walk over us

" by their unanimous
and organized opposition. We trust the British
Association may not listen to its critics so much as to
prevent it from entering upon the proposed work, and
that its success may inspire the American profession
to undertake functions furthering our professional
honor and importance, and the work we all have at
heart.

MEDICAL CHARITY ABUSE IN ENGLAND\p=m-\AND
ELSEWHERE.

At last the British lay public is becoming aroused
to the existence of what an editorial writer in The
Saturday Review justly calls "an intolerable national
scandal"\p=m-\namely,the abuse of medical charities, and
such being the case, we may hope for some abatement
of the evil. From or through the medical profession
we may apparently hope little or nothing at all.
There are a hundred reasons for this, many of which
have often enough been iterated and reiterated, and
the fact is deplorable\p=m-\butfact it is. It is true that
there is a committee of the British Medical Associa-
tion on medical charities, and the last report of its
subcommittee through its chairman, Mr. Thomas
Bridgwater, concerning certain London hospitals
(Brit. Med. Jour., July 18, 1896, p. 139) is interest-
ing reading\p=m-\interestingfrom the positive proof it
gives of the failure of "Reform within the Party,"
and also from the indirect evidence of the huge sin of
omission left untouched by this or any other commit¬
tee. The hospitals visited by the subcommittee were
as follows: Charing Cross, Gruy's, King's College,
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